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Dear Parents, 

 
It has been another very busy 

term at St Patrickôs and I would 

acknowledge everyone in our 

community for doing their part 

to support our children as we 

worked our way through another 

lockdown.  Throughout 2021 we 

have worked to ensure that our 

students do not miss out on 

events like last year and even 

thought the calendar keeps 

changing we are working with 

Fr Cameron, the staff, P&F and 

our parents to have events that 

we normally would during the 

school year. 

 

I am extremely grateful to work 

with a dedicated staff who are 

always very flexible and able to 

change their plans at the drop of 

a hat.  We are pleased that the 

school reports were sent home 

as per normal and that all Parent 

Teacher Interviews were 

completed online this week.  

Considering the wet weather, we 

had last night, it was probably 

good for families that you did 

not need to leave your home for 

an interview. 

 

This term break could not have 

come at a better time and I hope 

that families are able to have a 

relaxing break.  If you are going 

somewhere that has their border 

open to us, congratulations.  If 

you are waiting for a border to 

be open ï GOOD LUCK!!! 

 

We look forward to seeing 

everyone back at school for a 

normal Term 3.  While we have 

the calendar prepared, I cannot 

guarantee these events until we 

receive more information from 

the Government. 

 

GRANDPARENTS DAY - 

POSTPONED 

Unfortunately, we have decided 

to postpone Grandparentsô Day 

as it is too early in the term and 

we will not be allowed to bring 

that many people into the 

school.  We will re-schedule this 

very special event for later in 

the year. 

 

BUILDING PROGRAM  

Yesterday, I sent the following 

information home to families in 

regards to our building program: 

 

I have tried to keep everyone 

informed about our proposed 

building program to cater for 

the growth of our school via our 

school newsletter.  This plan 

includes building six new 

classrooms on top of our current 

junior building and linking the 

main building and the OôHanlon 

Centre to the junior wing. 

 

We received funding from the 

State Government to cover half 

the cost of the project and we 

will cover the other half of the 

cost.  We have received 

approval for the project from 

the City of Kingston Council 

and Melbourne Archdiocese 

Catholic Schools (MACS) and 

we are currently completing an 

analysis of the tenders we have 

received for the project.  This 

will hopefully be completed in 

the next few weeks and then the 

builders will begin the project. 

 

In preparation for the project, 

we have ordered five portable 

classrooms which will be 

delivered and set up during the 

holidays in preparation for the 

Prep and Year 1 classes to move 

early next term.  In addition to 

this, the bike shed will be 

relocated to the other side of the 

OôHanlon Centre with the 

entrance to the school from 

Mitchell St moving to that 

location as well. 

 

We are very excited to 

commence this project and I will 

continue to keep you updated on 

its progress and inform you of 

any changes that will occur at 

school.  We are confident that 

this work will not interrupt the 

learning of our students. 

 

We have some photos in this 

newsletter. 

 

MASS 

Thanks to Fr Cameron for 

leading a Mass for Prep, Year 

1,2 and 4 this week in the hall.  

It is wonderful that all students 

have been able to celebrate a 

Mass over the past two weeks. 

 

BUNNINGS BBQ - SUNDAY 

What better way to commence 

the school holidays than going 

to Bunnings, doing some 

shopping and buying a sausage 

from our P&F.  Thanks to all the 

parents who have volunteered to 

assist and we are grateful for the 

donations as well. 

 

If you are able to donate cans, 

600ml of water or sauce, could 

you please drop it off at the 

office tomorrow. 
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SPORT FINALS 

Tomorrow our Netball team will 

play in a District Final at 

Parktone Primary School and 

the football team will play in a 

final at Walter Galt Reserve 

against SJV and Parktone.  We 

wish both teams all the very best 

for their games. 

 

ASSEMBLY NEXT TERM  

We are hopeful that the first 

assembly of the term will be in 

the hall.  We will inform 

families if this can go ahead the 

day before school commences. 

 

 
END OF TERM AND TERM  3 

The term will end on Friday 25th 

June at 1:00pm.   

 

The staff will have a 

professional development day 

on the first day of term 3 and the 

students will return on Tuesday 

13th July at 8:50am. 

 

We would like to thank 

everyone for your ongoing 

support of our school and we 

look forward to a positive term 

3. 

 

Best wishes  

 

 

Tim Noonan  

Principal  

 

 

 



 
TERM 2 2021 

Week 10  Mon 21 st June  9.00am 

 

3.40-5.00pm  

Assembly  ð streamed into classrooms  

Year 1 - Ascent Footwear - Incursion - Shoe lace tying!  

Parent/Teacher Interviews ðZOOM Meeting  

Tues 22nd  June   

9.15am  

Canteen Open  

School Mass ð Prep, Years 1, 2 & 4 ð School Hall.  

Winter Girls Sport Gala Day - POSTPONED 

Wed 23 rd June  9.15am  

3.40-8.00pm  

School Mass - Year 4 - POSTPONED 

Parent/Teacher Interviews ð ZOOM Meeting  

Thurs 24th June   Canteen Open  

Fri 25th June  1.00pm  Term 2 ends!  

Sat 26th June    

 

Sun 27th June  

  

St Patrickõs PS - Bunnings Men tone BBQ ð Volunteer on SOBS  

Donations of soft drink cans, bottled water and sauces 

appreciated.  

 

Term 3 

Week 1  

Mon 12 th July   School Closure Day ð Staff PD 

Tues 13th July  

9:00am  

Students Return  ð  Term 3 

Assembly  ð venue to be decided  

Wed 14th July   

Thurs 15th July   

Fri 16th July   

Sat 17th July    

Sun 18th July    

Week 2  Mon 19 th July 9.00am  Assembly  

Tues 20th July  

9.15am  

 

7.30pm  

Grandparentsõ Day - POSTPONED 

School Mass 

District Cross Country  

School Advisory Committee Meeting  

Wed 21 st July 9.00am  Year 4 Hoop time  

Thurs 22nd  July 1.30pm  Seasons for Growth   

Fri 23rd July  Friendly Winter Sport Gala Day  

Sat 24th July    

Sun 25th July    

 
TERM 2 -  19TH APRIL ï 25TH JUNE 2021 

¶ Term 2 ends     Friday 25th June @ 1.00 p.m. 

¶ Bunnings BBQ     Sunday 27th June  
 

Term 3  Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September 

¶ School Closure Day    Monday 12th July  
¶ Grandparents Day     Tuesday 20th July ï POSTPONED 

¶ Friendly Winter Sport Gala Day   Friday 23rd July  

¶ Girls AFL Division Finals    Monday 26th July  

¶ Parents & Friends Meeting    Tuesday 27th July ï 7.30pm 

¶ Year 5 Maths Games Day     Tuesday 27th July 

¶ Confirmation      Friday 30th July 

¶ School Closure Day    Monday 9th August 

¶ Confirmation Retreat/Don Bosco Centre   Tuesday 10th August 2021 

¶ School Disco and Movie Night    Friday 13th August 

¶ District Basketball     Monday 23rd August  

¶ Tournament of the Minds    TBC  

¶ Kilbreda & St Bedeôs Yr 7/2023 ï Applications due  Monday 30th August 2021 

¶ Fatherôs Day Stall     Thursday 2nd September 

¶ Danish with Dad     Friday 3rd September 

¶ District Athletics     Monday 6th September   

¶ School Expo     Tuesday 7th to 9th September 
¶ Year 5 Camp Portsea    Mon 13th - Wed 15th September 

¶ Footy Finals Day                Thursday 16th September 

¶ Term 3 ends     Friday 17th September @ 1.00pm 
 



 
 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK ï TERM 2 WEEK 10 
 

 

Class Student Reason 

PAD Jacob J During lockdown whilst working on site, Jacob demonstrated how well he could make new friends 
and work with both students and teachers from other classes.  Well done Jacob!   

PMU Indie W Indie is doing some fantastic writing. She is stretching out the sounds in words and using finger 
spaces independently. Keep it up Indie. 

1LE William 
N 

For solving challenging subtraction equations using the jump strategy. Keep up the fantastic 
maths work!  

1VE Juliette F For being a kind and considerate classmate to all. Juliette always looks after others and is a great 
helper in the classroom. Well done on being a great role model for your peers Juliette! 

1WA Jack H For excellence in using mental maths to extend number patterns: Jack used known facts about 
groups of 9 to accurately name groups of 90 up to 900! 

2DC Mikayla 
B 

For her creative digital brochure on Brazil. Mikayla included very interesting facts and great 
images. Mrs Daidone now wants to travel to Brazil one day!! Keep up the wonderful work Mikayla! 

2LA Maya C For the excellent digital brochure on Malta that she completed using a Google Slides Template. 
Maya is a computer whiz and a great peer tutor in this area. Well done Maya! 

2UN Ava T For making some insightful connections between the parable of The Mustard Seed and her own 
life. Well done Ava. 

3BE Indiana 
A 

Indiana is an independent worker who always completes activities to the best of her ability. She is 
always organised and ready to start her work. Great job Indie! 

3DO Hudson For being such a kind member of our class. You are always willing to help others and you show 
respect towards everyone.  

4DS Zoe Mac For always being willing to share her thinking with others. Well done Zoe and thank you! 

4LO Zailey For making positive choices for his learning and contributing thoughtfully to class discussions. It 
has been so wonderful to see you have a growth mindset during class activities. Well done 
Zailey!  

5BA 
 

Caspar For starting tasks straight away, asking for help when needed and completing work to put on 
Seesaw. Great work Caspar! 

5CA Vanson For his consistent excellent work habits and his willingness to assist others with tasks especially 
in technology-Keep up the fantastic attitude Vanson!! 

5MI Aidan For his wonderful work habits of organisation, listening to instructions, staying focused and trying 
his best at any task. He has also shown great generosity in volunteering for jobs and helping his 
peers. You have been an excellent role model, well done Aidan! 

6CH Oliver For the energy and motivation he shows when working on maths extension tasks and for sharing 
his excellent problem-solving strategies during group discussions. 

6SL Joel S For the effort he puts into all his tasks. Keep up the great work Joel! 

4LO 

Lucas 

Mammos 
 

For his ability to use Italian language to ask for a classroom object. Well done! 
Per essere in grado di chiedere un oggetto della classe in Italiano! Ben fatto! 



 
 



 
 

Mathematics 

 ΧΧΧΧŦǊƻƳ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ {ƳƛǘƘκaŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 

The Math-Language Connection 

BY DOUGLAS CLEMENTS, PHD  
 

Math requires people of all ages to think about what words mean. When you "talk math," 
you have to be precise in your language and thinking. You have to explain your reasoning. 
Consider a rectangle. It has four straight sides and four right angles, but just because most 
shapes we call rectangles have two long sides and two short sides, it doesn't mean that 
they have to. Math is an ideal context in which to discuss exactly what words mean ð and 
that words can have different meanings. For example, sometimes people say "straight" 
when they mean vertical or horizontal, as when a picture is hanging straight on the wall. 
But other times, straight means not curving, as a straight side of a shape. 
Learning how to use language and mathematical thinking benefits children in many areas. 
If a child doesn't understand why a toy car does not go down a ramp, then using 
mathematical ideas, such as height or angle (how slanted is the ramp?) can help her see 
the situation in new ways. When two kids are trying to figure out how to share something, 
such as a tricycle, math can be helpful: Set a timer for each child's turn. Sharing blocks 
could involve counting or dealing out blocks to each person. 

Here are some other ways to help your child make math connections 
through your everyday activities: 

 

Provide blocks and open-ended materials. Standard wooden blocks and Legos 
encourage children to build structures, learn about and combine shapes, compare 
sizes, and count. Playing with less structured materials, such as clay, sand, and 
water help children develop the foundations of measurement concepts. Encourage 
your child to use blocks and toys to act out and talk about his play scenarios, such 
as "these three cars are on the road to grandma's house." You could ask your child 
how many vehicles there are in all if he has three cars on the road to grandma's 
house and two trucks on the highway to the factory. Children often compare their 
block buildings, too. Ask, "How do you know your building is taller than mine?" They 
also naturally create symmetric designs and buildings. They will notice this 
symmetry and do more of it, more intentionally, if you discuss it with them. 

Use counting motions. If your child is in motion, perhaps going up stairs, help her 
count the steps or ask her to climb a certain number. Encourage her to hop on one 
foot seven times and to play games such as hopscotch that provide opportunities to 
work with numbers and patterning. Count how many times you can bounce a ball or 
skip rope without stopping. Don't forget the long jump: "What's the farthest you can 
jump?" "How will you remember how far you jumped?" 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/thinking-skills-learning-styles/number-letter-connection


 
 

Count everything. How many apples are in the basket? How many trees do you 
see outside your window? Count out food items during snack and meal times. Invite 
your child to set out enough snacks or cups for each family member, as it helps him 
see real meaning in that number. Matching straws to cups and plates to people 
develops the concept of one-to-one correspondence. Count the number of windows 
in a building or chairs around your home ð just about everything your child is 
interested in, he can count. 

Play games and solve puzzles. Play games that involve counting, such as those 
with spinners, dice, or cards. Try "War" with a regular card deck, or play Uno. 
Puzzles, especially shape puzzles, build problem-solving skills, shape recognition, 
and spatial concepts. 

Set up a play store. As your child pretends to buy and sell groceries, toys, and so 
forth, he learns about counting, arithmetic, problem solving, and simple money 
concepts. 

Pave new paths. When your child plays in the sand, invite her to make roads for 
small cars. Then encourage her to talk about the paths she has made. These roads 
can be described geometrically (straight, curved, closed, and so on). 

Collect, classify, and sort things. Encourage your child to sort his collections ð 
rocks, marbles, pennies, shells, gummy bears, or anything. How many different 
shapes of leaves can he find? Can he sort apples by their colour ð green, red, or a 
little of both? 

Find shapes around you. Look for shapes at home and outside (for example, 
street signs). Look for shapes inside of things, like windows and bricks in buildings, 
or triangles in bridges. Cut sandwiches into different shapes, and, before they eat 
them, invite children to arrange them to make as many shapes as they can. 

        
 

 
 



 

 

We are inviting all Year 3, 4 & 5 families to come and join us for a STEM 

showcase early next term. The Year 3 students will be presenting their 

Dash Storytel ling  projects, the Year 4 students will be presenting their 

Clean the Ocean Lego projects and the Year 5 students will be 

presenting their sphero Maze Mayhem  projects. The showcase will be 

held in the hall from 3pm.    

 

Week 1, Term 3  
4DS - Tuesday 13th July 

4LO - Wednesday 14th July 

 

 

Week 2, Term 3 

3BE - Tuesday 20th July 

5BA - Wednesday 21st July 

 

 

The students look forward to sharing their STEM learning with you all.   

We hope to see you there!  

  St. Patrickõs 

Presentsé.  

A Celebration of 
Learning 

S T E M 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The Seasons for Growth Childrenôs program will be offered for students in Years Three and Four in Term 3. 

 

The Seasons for Growth is a small group loss and grief education program, which strengthens the social and 

emotional wellbeing of children who are dealing with significant loss or change.  This may include the death 

of a loved one, parental divorce or separation, moving house or school, as well as many other life changes 

and losses.  Small groups of 4-8 students work with a trained companion who supports the students in 

learning new ways to share, think about, and respond to the changes and losses in their lives.  Mrs Joanna 

Cahir will be our companion at St Patrickôs. 

The program takes place once a week over a structured eight-week period filled with peer-to-peer learning 

opportunities with time to talk and listen as well as take part in activities, including drawing, music, role-

plays and storytelling.  A celebration session, two follow up reconnector sessions complete the program and 

each session explore an age appropriate concept, for example, ñChange is a part of lifeò and ñCaring for my 

feelingsò.  The story of the seasons is used to explain the cycles of life, including change and loss and 

provides a valuable metaphor for children to explore and understand their own story. 

 

If you have a child in Years Three or Four who you feel would benefit from being part of the Seasons for 

Growth program, please complete the form below and return it to your childôs teacher by Wednesday 23rd 

June 2021 

 

The program will commence on Friday 23rd July 2021 

 

Please feel free to phone or email Mrs Cahir if you have any questions about the program. 

Phone: 95835033 

Email: jcahir@spmentone.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

I would like to enrol my child in the Seasons for Growth program. 

 

Childôs name:  Yearééééééééé 

 

Signed: (Parent/Carer) éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé............. 

Please return no later than Wednesday 23rd June 2021 
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Parish and Community 
  

 

 
 

 


